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Mayapura Calendar-Jul & Aug 2024

Jul1 Sri Srivasa Pandita -- Disappearance
Jul 2 Ekadasi (suitable for fasting) Fasting for Yogini Ekadasi
Jul 3 Dvadasi, Break fast 04:54 - 07:12
Jul 6 Gundica Marjana
Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura -- Disappearance
Sri Gadadhara Pandita -- Disappearance
Jul 7 Ratha Yatra
Sri Svarupa Damodara Gosvami -- Disappearance
Sri Sivananda Sena -- Disappearance
Jul 11 Hera Pancami (4 days after Ratha Yatra)
Jul 12 Sri Vakresvara Pandita -- Disappearance
Jul 15 Return Ratha (8 days after Ratha Yatra)
Jul 17 Ekadasi (suitable for fasting) Fasting for Sayana Ekadasi
Jul 18 Dvadasi, Break fast 05:00 - 09:28
Jul 21 Guru (Vyasa) Purnima
Srila Sanatana Gosvami -- Disappearance
First month of Caturmasya begins (green leafy vegetable fast for 1 month)
Jul 25 Srila Gopala Bhatta Gosvami -- Disappearance
Jul 28 Srila Lokanatha Gosvami -- Disappearance
Jul 29 The incorporation of ISKCON in New York
Jul 31 Ekadasi (suitable for fasting) Fasting for Kamika Ekadasi
Aug 1 Dvadasi, Break fast 05:06 - 09:30
Aug 8 Sri Vamsidasa Babaji -- Disappearance
Sri Raghunandana Thakura -- Disappearance
Aug 16 | Ekadasi (suitable for fasting) Fasting for Pavitraropana Ekadasi
Radha Govinda Jhulana Yatra begins
Aug 17 | Dvadasi, Break fast 05:13 - 08:07
Srila Rupa Gosvami -- Disappearance
Sri Gauridasa Pandita -- Disappearance
Aug 18 | Last day of the first Caturmasya month
Aug 19 | Lord Balarama -- Appearance (Fast today)
Jhulana Yatra ends
Second month of Caturmasya begins (yogurt fast for one month)
Aug 20 | Srila Prabhupada’s departure for the USA
Aug 26 | SriKrsna Janmastami: Appearance of Lord Sri Krsna (Fast today)
Aug 27 | Srila Prabhupada -- Appearance
Aug 29 | Ekadasi (suitable for fasting) Fasting for Annada Ekadasi

Aug 30

Dvadasi, Break fast 07:51 - 09:30

July 2024




Srila Prabhupada Explains the
Meaning of Ratha-yatra

Compiled by Yasoda nandana dasa

Srila Prabhupada explains the meaning of the
mood of the gopis of Vrndavana while visiting
Kuruksetra

ei dhuyd-gane ndcena dvitiya prahara
krsna lafia vraje ydi--e-bhava antara

SYNONYMS ei dhuya-gane—in the repetition of this

song; ndcena—He dances; dvitiya prahara—the second
period of the day; krsna land—taking Krsna; vraje yai—let
Me go back to Vrndavana; e-bhava—this ecstasy; antara—
within.

TRANSLATION Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu used to sing this
song [seita parana-natha] especially during the latter part of
the day, and He would think, “Let Me take Krsna and go back
to Vrndavana.” This ecstasy was always filling His heart.

PURPORT Being always absorbed in the ecstasy of
Srimati Radharany, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu felt the

same separation from Krsna that Srimati Radharani felt
when Krsna left Vrndavana and went to Mathura. This
ecstatic feeling is very helpful in attaining love of God in
separation. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has taught everyone
that one should not be overly anxious to see the Lord, but
should rather feel separation from Him in ecstasy. It is
actually better to feel separation from Him than to desire
to see Him face to face. When the gopis of Vrndavana, the
residents of Gokula, met Krsna at Kuruksetra during the
solar eclipse, they wanted to take Krsna back to Vrndavana.
Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu also felt the same ecstasy
as soon as He saw Jagannatha in the temple or on the Ratha-

yatra cart. The gopis of Vrndavana did not like the opulence
of Dvaraka. They wanted to take Krsna to the village

of Vrndavana and enjoy His company in the groves. This
desire was also felt by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and He
danced in ecstasy before the Ratha-yatra festival when
Lord Jagannatha went to Gundica.

[Cc. Madhya 1.56]

Srila Prabhupada explains the history of Ratha-
yatra and Lord Caitanya’s feelings.

Srila Prabhupada: This Ratha-yatra is in memory of Krsna's
coming there with His brother and sister during one eclipse,
to take bath, coming from Dvaraka.

Devotee (7): And the gopis also assembled there?

Srila Prabhupada: The gopis got the information that
Krsna is coming from Dvaraka, so from Vrndavana they
went to see Him. And when Krsna and Radharani met, that
Radharani lamented that Krsna—He was the same Krsna
and the same Radharani—so “this is not a good meeting
place. So, if You come to Vrndavana, then I shall be happy”
So, it is inviting Krsna to Vrndavana. That is the feeling of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Ratha-yatra. He is inviting Krsna

to Vrndavana. So in Jagannatha Puri still the same feelings
are there. Krsna, Jagannatha, from the temple goes to
Gundica. So, Laksmi is angry that “Krsna is leaving me, He
has gone to Vrndavana.” So she was, she is punishing. That

is called Hera-paficami. Punishing the servants of Krsna.
The maidservants of Laksmi chastising them, threatened
them, “Why without permission?” So they, out of very fearful
condition, offering their respect to Laksmi, “Mother, you don’t
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be sorry (indistinct), we are (indistinct).” So this, this is the
play performed, and Caitanya Mahaprabhu associates they
saw, and they enjoyed very much when the maidservant of
Laksmi was slapping the servant of Visnu. That is mentioned
Caitanya-caritdmrta. All the servants arrested, brought
before Laksmi, and they are punished. But they came to invite
Krsna, Radharani and other gopis. And actually, they do not
go at that time. But this Ratha-yatra ceremony means Krsna
is coming from Dvaraka to Kuruksetra. This is the history of
Ratha-yatra.

Devotee (5): Do they have any temples of Lord Jagannatha
there? They have any temples of Lord Jagannatha in
Kuruksetra?

Srila Prabhupada: No. Jagannatha, that is another history.
King Indradyumna, he wanted to establish a temple of that
incidence, and that the Deities while being carved would
remain unfinished. So, he was very impatient to establish, so
he established the unfinished Deity. That is Jagannatha.

Devotee (7): The nondevotees cannot understand...

Srila Prabhupada: They are being carved, Krsna’s wood
form, but he was so impatient, he said “Whatever is done
now, establish.” It is said that Vi§vakarma was enquiring.
So the term was, Visvakarma said that “Unless I finish,
don’t open the door.” So, this king, he went impatiently, and
calling out whether he is finished. Then he forced, forcibly
opened the door, and it was unfinished. So, he said “Never
mind, (indistinct).” Unfinished Krsna (indistinct). So Krsna,
finished or unfinished, is Krsna. That is omnipotency. That
is Jagannatha form, (indistinct) doesn’t matter finished or
unfinished. (end)

[Room Conversation—Honolulu, May 20, 1976]

sabd-sange ratha-ydtra kaila darasana
ratha-agre nrtya kari’ udyane gamana

SYNONYMS saba-sarige—with all of them; ratha-yatra—the
car festival; kaila—did; darasana—seeing; ratha-agre—in
front of the car; nrtya—dancing; kari’-doing; udyane—in the
garden; gamana—going.

TRANSLATION After this, Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu and all
the devotees saw the Ratha-yatr3, the car festival ceremony.
Caitanya Mahaprabhu Himself danced in front of the car, and
after dancing He entered a garden.

[Cc. Madhya 1.134]

The Glories of the dancing of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu at the Ratha-yatra festival

jaya srota-gana, suna, kari’ eka mana
ratha-yatraya nrtya prabhura parama mohana

SYNONYMS jaya—all glories; srotd-gana—to the listeners;
Suna—please hear; kari’-keeping yourself; eka mana—in one
attention; ratha-ydtraya—in the car festival; nrtya—dancing;
prabhura—of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu; parama—extremely;
mohana—enchanting.

TRANSLATION All glories to the listeners of Caitanya-
caritamrta. Please hear the description of the dancing of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu at the Ratha-yatra festival. His dancing
is very enchanting. Please hear of it with great attention.

[Cc. Madhya 13.3]

Srila Prabhupada explains the role of the sabaras
in the original worship of Lord Jagannatha - Nila
Madhava

balistha dayita’ gana-yena matta hati
aganndtha vijaya karaya kari’ hatahati

SYNONYMS balistha dayita’ gana—very strong dayitas, or
carriers of Jagannatha; yena—as if; matta hati—drunken
elephants; jagannatha—of Lord Jagannatha; vijaya—
departure; karaya—cause; kari’-performing; hatahati—hand
to hand.

TRANSLATION The very strongly built dayitas [carriers

of the Jagannatha Deity] were as powerful as drunken
elephants. They manually carried Lord Jagannatha from the
throne to the car.
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PURPORT The word dayita refers to one who has received
the mercy of the Lord. Lord Jagannatha has a number of
stalwart servants known as dayitds. These servants do not
come from very high-caste families (brdhmanas, ksatriyas

or vaisyas), but because they are engaged in the service of
the Lord, they have been elevated to a respected position.
Thus, they are known as dayitas. These servants of Lord
Jagannatha take care of the Lord from the day of the Snana-
yatra up to the time the Lord is carried from the throne to
the Ratha car. In the Ksetra-mahatmya these dayitas are said
to come from the Sabaras, a caste that keeps and sells pigs.
However, among the dayitas there are also many who come
from the brahmana caste. Those dayitds coming from the
brahmana families are called dayita-patis, or leaders of the
dayitds. The dayitd-patis offer food such as sweetmeats to
Lord Jagannatha during the anavasara, the resting period
after Snana-yatra. They also make the early morning offering
of sweetmeats daily, It is said that during the anavasara

Lord Jagannatha suffers from fever and that the dayita-patis
offer Him an infusion of drugs represented by fruit juice. It

is said that in the beginning Lord Jagannatha was worshiped
by the §abaras and was known as the Deity Nila Madhava.
Later, when the Deity was established in the temple, the
Lord became known as Jagannatha. Because the Deities were
taken from the Sabaras, all the Sabara devotees were elevated
to the position of dayitas.

[Cc. Madhya 13.8]

Srila Prabhupada explains the meaning of Sri
Caitanya dancing in seven sankirtana parties

bhakta-gana anubhave, nahi jane ana
Sri-bhagavata-sastra tahate pramana

SYNONYMS bhakta-gana—all devotees; anubhave—

could perceive; nahi jane—do not know; ana—others;
§ri-bhdgavata-sastra—the revealed scripture Srimad-

Bhdagavatam; tahdte—in that connection; pramana—

evidence.

TRANSLATION Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s dancing before

the Ratha-yatra car could be perceived only by pure devotees.

Others could not understand. Descriptions of Lord Krsna's
uncommon dancing can be found in the revealed scripture
Srimad-Bhagavatam.

PURPORT Lord Sri Krsna expanded Himself into many
forms while engaged in the rasa-lila dance, and He also
expanded Himself when He married 16,000 wives in
Dvaraka. The same process was adopted by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu when He expanded Himself into seven

forms to dance in each and every group of the sankirtana
party. These expansions were appreciated by pure
devotees, including King Prataparudra. Although for
reasons of external formality Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
refused to see King Prataparudra because he was a king, King
Prataparudra became one of the Lord’s most confidential
devotees by the Lord’s special mercy upon Him. The King
could see Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu simultaneously present
in all seven groups. As confirmed in Srimad-Bhdgavatam, one
cannot see the expansions of the transcendental forms of the
Lord unless one is a pure devotee of the Lord.

[Cc. Madhya 13.67]

Srila Prabhupada explains the meaning of Ratha-
yatra

ei-mata gaura-syame, donhe thelatheli
svarathe syamere rakhe gaura mahd-bali

SYNONYMS ei-mata—in this way; gaura-sydme—Lord
Jagannatha and Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu; dornhe—
between both of Them; thelatheli—competition of pushing
forward; sva-rathe—in His own car; sydmere—Lord
Jagannatha; rakhe—keeps; gaura—Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu; maha-bali—greatly powerful.

TRANSLATION Thus there was a sort of competition
between Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Lord Jagannatha in
seeing who would lead, but Caitanya Mahaprabhu was so
strong that He made Lord Jagannatha wait in His car.

PURPORT After giving up the company of the gopis in
Vrndavana, Sr1 Krsna, the son of Maharaja Nanda, engaged

in His pastimes at Dvaraka. When Krsna went to Kuruksetra
with His brother and sister and others from Dvaraka,

He again met the inhabitants of Vrndavana. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu is radha-bhava-dyuti-suvalita, that is, Krsna
Himself assuming the part of Srimati Radharani in order to
understand Krsna. Lord Jagannatha-deva is Krsna, and Sri
Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Srimati Radharani. Caitanya
Mahaprabhu'’s leading Lord Jagannatha toward Gundica
temple corresponded to Srimati Radharani’s leading Krsna
toward Vrndavana. Sri Ksetra, Jagannatha Puri, was taken

as the kingdom of Dvaraka, the place where Krsna enjoys
supreme opulence. However, He was being led by Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu to Vrndavana, the simple village where
all the inhabitants are filled with ecstatic love for Krsna. Sri
Ksetra is a place of aisvarya-lild, just as Vrndavana is the
place of madhurya-Iild. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s following
at the rear of the ratha indicated that Lord Jagannatha,
Krsna, was forgetting the inhabitants of Vrndavana. Although
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Krsna neglected the inhabitants of Vrndavana, He could

not forget them. Thus in His opulent Ratha-yatra, He was
returning to Vrndavana. In the role of Srimati Radharani, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu was examining whether the Lord still
remembered the inhabitants of Vrndavana.

When Caitanya Mahaprabhu fell behind the Ratha car,
Jagannatha-deva, Krsna Himself, understood the mind

of Srimati Radharani. Therefore, Jagannatha sometimes
fell behind the dancing Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to
indicate to Srimati Radharani that He had not forgotten.
Thus Lord Jagannatha would wait on the ratha for their
forward march. In this way Lord Jagannatha agreed

that without the ecstasy of Srimati Radharani He could
not feel satisfied. While Jagannatha was thus waiting,
Gaurasundara, Caitanya Mahaprabhu, in His ecstasy of
Srimati Radharani, immediately came forward to Krsna.
At such times, Lord Jagannatha would proceed ahead very
slowly. These competitive exchanges were all part of the
love affair between Krsna and Srimati Radharani. In that
competition between Lord Caitanya’s ecstasy for Jagannatha
and Jagannatha’s ecstasy for Srimati Radharani, Caitanya
Mahaprabhu emerged successful.

[Cc. Madhya 13.119]

Srinatha misra, subhananda, §rirama, iSana
Srinidhi, Srigopikanta, misra bhagavdn

SYNONYMS srinatha misra—of the name Srinatha Misra;
$ubhananda—of the name Subhananda; srirama—of the
name Srirama; isana—of the name I$ana; srinidhi—of the
name Srinidhi; sri-gopikanta—of the name Sri Gopikanta;
misra bhagavan—of the name Misra Bhagavan.

TRANSLATION The fifty-fifth branch was Srinatha Misra, the
fifty-sixth was Subhananda, the fifty-seventh was Srirama,
the fifty-eighth was I$ana, the fifty-ninth was Srinidhi, the
sixtieth was Sri Gopikanta, and the sixty-first was Miéra
Bhagavan.

PURPORT Subhiananda, who formerly lived in Vrndavana

as Malati, was one of the kirtana performers who danced in
front of the Ratha-yatra car during the Jagannatha festival. It
is said that he ate the foam that came out of the mouth of the
Lord while He danced before the Ratha-yatra car. I$ana was a
personal servant of Srimati Sacidevi, who showered her great
mercy upon him. He was also very dear to Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu.

[Cc. Adi 10.110]

govinda, madhava, vasudeva--tina bhai
yan-sabara kirtane ndce caitanya-nitai

SYNONYMS govinda—of the name Govinda; madhava—of
the name Madhava; vasudeva—of the name Vasudeva; tina
bhai—three brothers; yan-sabara—all of whom; kirtane—in
the performance of sankirtana; nace—dance; caitanya-
nitai—Lord Caitanya and Nityananda Prabhu.

TRANSLATION The three brothers Govinda, Madhava and
Vasudeva were the eighty-second, eighty-third and eighty-
fourth branches of the tree. Lord Caitanya and Nityananda
used to dance in their kirtana performances.

PURPORT The three brothers Govinda, Madhava and
Vasudeva Ghosa all belonged to a kayastha family. Govinda
established the Gopinatha temple in Agradvipa, where he
resided. Madhava Ghosa was expert in performing kirtana.
No one within this world could compete with him. He was
known as the singer of Vrndavana and was very dear to Sri
Nityananda Prabhu. It is said that when the three brothers
performed sankirtana, immediately Lord Caitanya and
Nityananda would dance in ecstasy. According to the Gaura-
ganoddesa-dipika (188), the three brothers were formerly
Kalavati, Rasollasa and Gunatunga, who recited the songs
composed by Sri Visakha-gopi. The three brothers were
among one of the seven parties that performed kirtana when
Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu attended the Ratha-yatra
festival at Jagannatha Puri. Vakres$vara Pandita was the chief
dancer in their party. This is vividly described in the Madhya-
lila, Chapter Thirteen, verses 42 and 43.

[Cc. Adi 10.115]

tanra putra--mahasaya sri-kanu thakura
yanra dehe rahe krsna-premdamrta-piira

SYNONYMS tarnra putra—his son; mahdasaya—a respectable
gentleman; Sri-kanu thakura—of the name Sri Kanu Thakura;
yanra—whose; dehe—in the body; rahe—remained; krsna-
prema-amrta-pira—the nectar of devotional service to
Krsna.

TRANSLATION SriKanu Thakura, a very respectable
gentleman, was the son of Purusottama dasa Thakura. He

was such a great devotee that Lord Krsna always lived in his
body.

PURPORT To go to the headquarters of Kanu Thakura, one
has to proceed by boat from the Jhikaragacha-ghata station to
the river known as Kapotaksa. Otherwise, if one goes about
two or two and a half miles from the Jhikaragacha-ghata
station, he can see Bodhakhana, the headquarters of Kanu
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Thakura. The son of Sadasiva was Purusottama Thakura, and
his son was Kanu Thakura. The descendants of Kanu Thakura
know him as Nagara Purusottama. He was the cowherd

boy named Dama during krsna-lila. It is said that just after
the birth of Kanu Thakura, his mother, Jahnava, died. When
he was about twelve days old, $r1 Nityananda Prabhu took
him to His home at Khadadaha. It is ascertained that Kanu
Thakura was born sometime in the Bengali year 942 (A.D.
1535). It is said that he took birth on the Ratha-yatra day.
Because he was a great devotee of Lord Krsna from the very
beginning of his life, Sri Nityananda Prabhu gave him the
name Sisu Krsnadasa. When he was five years old he went to
Vrndavana with Jahnava-mata, and upon seeing the ecstatic
symptoms of Kanu Thakura, the Gosvamis gave him the name
Kanai Thakura.

In the family of Kanu Thakura there is a Radha-Krsna Deity
known as Pranavallabha. It is said that his family worshiped
this Deity long before the appearance of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. When there was a Maharashtrian invasion

of Bengal, the family of Kanu Thakura was scattered, and
after the invasion one Harikrsna Gosvami of that family
came back to their original home, Bodhakhan3, and re-
established the Pranavallabha Deity. The descendants of
the family still engage in the service of Pranavallabha. Kanu
Thakura was present during the Khetari utsava, when
Jahnava-devi and Virabhadra Gosvami were also present.
One of Kanu Thakura’s family members, Madhavacarya,
married the daughter of Sri Nityananda Prabhu, who was
named Gangadevi. Both Purusottama Thakura and Kanu
Thakura had many disciples from brahmana families. Most
of the disciplic descendants of Kanu Thakura now reside

in the village named Gadabeta, by the river Silavati, in the
Midnapore district.

[Cc. Adi 11.40]

ratha-yatra dekhi’ tahan rahila cari-madsa
prabhu-sange nrtya-gita parama ullasa

SYNONYMS ratha-yatra—the car festival; dekhi’-seeing;
tahan—there; rahila—remained; cari-masa—four months;
prabhu-sange—with the Lord; nrtya-gita—chanting and
dancing; parama—greatest; ulldisa—pleasure.

TRANSLATION After attending the Ratha-yatra ceremony
at Jagannatha Purf, all the devotees remained there for

four months, greatly enjoying the company of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu by performing kirtana [chanting and dancing].

[Cc. Madhya 1.47]

vidaya samaya prabhu kahila sabdre
pratyabda asibe sabe gundica dekhibare

SYNONYMS viddya—departing; samaya—at the time;
prabhu—the Lord; kahila—said; sabare—unto everyone;
pratyabda—every year; dsibe—you should come; sabe—all;
gundica—of the name Gundica; dekhibare—to see.

TRANSLATION At the time of departure, the Lord requested
all the devotees, “Please come here every year to see the
Ratha-yatra festival of Lord Jagannatha’s journey to the
Gundica temple.”

PURPORT There is a temple named Gundica at Sundaracala.
Lord Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra are pushed in their
three carts from the temple in Puri to the Gundica temple in
Sundaracala. In Orissa, this Ratha-yatra festival is known as
Jagannatha’s journey to Gundica. Whereas others speak of it
as the Ratha-yatra festival, the residents of Orissa refer to it
as Gundica-yatra.

[Cc. Madhya 1.48]

Srila Prabhupada explains the history of
performing Ratha-yatra as a child

Letter to Ravindra Svarupa
Paris
10 June, 1974

74-06-10
Philadelphia
My dear Ravindra Svarupa,

Please accept my blessings. [ am in due receipt of your letter
dated June 5, and I have carefully noted the contents.

[ am glad to hear you have immediately stopped political
campaigning on receipt of my letter. I have written a number
of letters to the persons involved explaining how we cannot
spend money and manpower on this project in competition
with the big politicians. Therefore, I have asked that it be
stopped.

[ want to thank you a hundred times for the excellent way
you are worshiping the Deity there as I can see from the color
photographs you have sent. From my very childhood I was
also worshiping Lord Jagannatha. When [ was six years old
my father gave me a ratha and I was performing the Ratha
yatra in my neighborhood. And now in the western world you
are worshiping Lord Jagannatha so gorgeously and it pleases
me very, very much. Thank you again for the way you are
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conducting the deity worship in the Philadelphia temple. As
for the Ratha ceremony, you go on with it, I shall attend there
next year. But you go on holding a splendid ceremony for the
people of the city. [ am sure it will be a success.

Your ever well-wisher,
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

ACBS/sdg

Letter to Bhakta dasa
New Delhi
October 11, 1973

73-11-10
San Diego
My Dear Bhakta dasa:

Please accept my blessings. [ beg to acknowledge receipt

of your letter dated October 17, 1973 and have noted the
contents. [ thank you very much for your invitation for your
Govardhana celebration. I would have come, but I received
your letter late, but I hope anyway that you have enjoyed
Govardhana-Puja. The photos are very nice, and Radharani
looks very satisfied, as I see in the features of Her face in the
photo. If She is pleased, then Krsna is pleased, and all living
entities are pleased.

[ thank you very much for installing Radha-Giridhari. From
my childhood I was very much fond of Radha-Krsna, and
now my good disciples are helping me to open so many
Radha-Krsna temples all over the world. It gives me so
much pleasure. Now introduce Ratha Yatra. That was my
childhood activity. I want to see my disciples all over the
world introduce two items, opening Radha-Krsna temples
and Ratha-yatra festivals. Do this under the protection of
Guru-Gauranga.

Please do everything cooperatively for [you] will be happy,
your countrymen will be happy, and all living entities will
be happy. If one waters the root, then all the branches,
twigs, and leaves are automatically nourished. That is the
philosophy of Krsna consciousness.

Yes, I may meet with the Pope when returning to USA from
Africa.

I hope this meets you in good health.

Your ever well-wisher,
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Letter to: Shyamsundar Mallik
London
13 July, 1972

72-07-13

Shyamsundar Mallik
155/A Mahatma Gandhi Road
Calcutta-7, India

My dear Brother Shyamsundar,

Please accept my blessings. [ am in due receipt of your

kind letter dated 7/7/72 in Bengali, and you will excuse I

am writing in English because I am in London. I hope you
are making the Ratha-yatra Festival very successful, along
with my disciples headed by Bhavananda and Acyutananda
Swami. In my childhood I used to take my ratha with my little
friends, about 60 years ago. Again, I am reviving the same
attempt with my young disciples. | have become old, and you
are also old, although not so old as I am. We may pass away,
but my disciples will carry on this festival yearly, and so it
will be remembered forever our eternal relationship with
Sri Sri Jagannathaji and Sri Sri Radha-Govindaji. Ask your
sons also to cooperate so that in future this festival will be
continued for good.

[ am presently engaged here in London for celebrating

the Ratha-yatra Festival also. A huge festival will begin at
Marble Arch and proceed to Trafalgar Square, where I shall
speak to at least 10,000 persons. Similarly, my disciples are
holding Ratha-yatra festival at San Francisco, Philadelphia,
New York, Tokyo, Melbourne (Australia), Calcutta, and other
places. So, what was my childhood play 65 years ago is now
a worldwide event. The same Radha-Govindaji worship and
Jagannatha worship is going on all over the world.

Hoping this will meet you in the best of health.

Yours affectionately,
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Srila Prabhupada used to save money to go to the
Ratha-yatra in Jagannatha Puri

Srila Prabhupada: Sometimes [ become surprised how I
have written this. Although I am the writer, still sometimes
[ am surprised how these things have come. Such vivid
description. Where is such literature throughout the whole
world? It is all Krsna’s mercy. Every line is perfect.

Devotee: The purports are as nice as the Slokas.
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Srila Prabhupada: It is explained in this way.
Devotee: Srila Prabhupada, it’s 7:30 now. [break]
Srila Prabhupada: I have not done it, but I have seen it.

Devotee: You learned everything by seeing. You said that you
learned how to cook by watching your mother.

Srila Prabhupada: Sometimes I used to cook.
Devotee: Oh, for your family?

Srila Prabhupada: Our family men. I asked my mother, “I'll
do this, that.” They’ll allow, “All right.”

Devotee: You said that sometimes you would be walking in
the footpath, and you would watch those men cook their...

Srila Prabhupada: Not cook. Somebody’s doing some
artistic work. I'll stand. I'll see how they are doing.

Devotee: Artistic?

Srila Prabhupada: Just like knitting. So, I'll learning knitting
by standing before. They're making some flower of wool,

so I'll learn it, and it will come out. That was my hobby. And
similarly, I learned how to worship Radha-Krsna.

Devotee: By watching. You watched your father?

Srila Prabhupada: Father and the Mullik’s Thakurbhari. “I'll
do.” I'll ask my father, “Give me Deity. [ shall worship.” “Yes,
take Deity.”

Devotee: How old were you when you got your Radha-Krsna
Deity?

Srila Prabhupada: About six, seven years old.
Devotee: Oh. Was it very elaborate worship?

Srila Prabhupada: Not elaborate. But I'll decorate. I'll keep it
in a place. Whatever I eat, [ offered. I imitate, ghee lamp, arati.

Devotee: Putting to rest.

Srila Prabhupada: There was engagement in a small corner
of the room.

Devotee: Then Ratha-yatra. Sounds like a very pleasant
childhood.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. My father’s friends, the Mulliks,
they used to criticize my..., “Oh, you are holding Ratha-yatra
festival, and you are not inviting us.”

Devotee: You didn’t invite them?

Srila Prabhupada: It is childish play. Where is invitation? So,
my father, the children, they were playing. “Oh, by the name
of children you are avoiding us.” It was like that. But the
festival was going on. We called the professional kirtaniyas.
They performed Kkirtana. There will be procession of my
small children friends.

Devotee: Miniature Ratha-yatra.

Srila Prabhupada: Hm. A small ratha the father give. The
height, about this, made of nice, strong wood.

Devotee: All the boys would pull it?
Srila Prabhupada: Everything small scale.
Devotee: Small pullers also.

Srila Prabhupada: Eight days, eight kind of varieties of
prasadam, my mother will prepare.

Devotee: She would take part by preparing.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. And now... Whether the... Make

very nice bannerjee(?). Formerly people were engaged in
these things. There was another Mullik family, Rajen..., Raja
Rajendra. He was distributing jagannatha-prasada, daily, two
thousand portions.

Devotee: Which Mullik?

Srila Prabhupada: Raja Rajendranath Mullik. He was
also holding very big festival, Ratha-yatra. So, we had the
opportunity of seeing once.

Devotee: You must have been dreaming about Puri Ratha-
yatra.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. Whenever [ would find some time, I
would consult timetable, “How to go to Purl and Vrndavana?
What is the fare?” At that time carriage(?) was three rupees.

[ think it was four rupees, one anna. And Vrndavana was six
rupees.

Devotee: You had some money saved up?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, with my father.

Devotee: You said that your grandmother would give you
one gold coin each year.

Srila Prabhupada: Not gold coin. This copper coin, looking
like gold.

[Talk About Varnasrama, S.B. 2.1.1-5—]June 28, 1977,
Vrndavana]
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Srila Prabhupada: Now how you have got a different types
of... Just like the Bhagavad-gita begins, dharma-ksetre kuru-
ksetre samavetd yuyutsavah [Bg. 1.1]. So dharma-ksetre kuru-
ksetre, how you can interpret in a different way? Kuruksetra
is already there. But how you can interpret, “Kuruksetra
means this, Kuruksetra means that?” You cannot interpret.

Guest: Yes, but who is decided what exactly the meaning...
Srila Prabhupada: Exactly the meaning is there.
Guest: Literal, literally.

Srila Prabhupada: Literally, yes. The thing is the
interpretation is required when you cannot understand. If,
if I say, “This is a stick,” everyone knows it is a stick. So, I say,
“Here is a stick.” So, if you say, “No, I do not accept it is stick.”
So, what is that interpretation? Everyone knows it is stick.
Similarly, Kuruksetra means that the place, still existing. And
in the Vedic $astra it is ordered, kuruksetre dharma yajayet.
You go...

From time immemorial it is a place of pilgrimage. Even Krsna,
during solar eclipse, Krsna with His family, He came there,
Jagannatha. The ceremony is there, Ratha-yatra. Because
Krsna, Balarama and Subhadra came in the same chariot.
That is being performed. So Kuruksetra, dharmaksetra, at
least five thousand years ago the system was that people
used to come to Kuruksetra as a place of pilgrimage,
dharmaksetra. And Kuruksetra, the place is there. And the
the two family members, the Kurus and the Pandavas, they
fought. The Battle of Kuruksetra took place. These things are
evident. Then why there is need of interpreting? That is the
first point.

[Room Conversation—December 20, 1976, Bombay]
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Jagannatha Ashtakam

kadachit-kalindi tatavipina sangitakaravo
mudabhiri narivadana kamalasvadamadhupah |
ramd sambhu brahmamarapati ganésarchita pado
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatumeé [[ 1 [/

bhujé savyé vénum Sirasi SikhipiiiCham katitaté
duktilam nétranté sahacharakataksam vidadhate |
sada srimadvrnddvanavasatililaparichay6
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatu né [[ 2 [/

mahambhaodhéstiré kanakaruchiré nilasikharé
vasan prasadantassahaja balabhadréna balind |
subhadra madhyasthassakalasura sévavasarado
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatu meé [[ 3 [/

krpa paravarassajala jalada sréniruchiro
ramavani ramasphuradamala pankeruhamukhah |
suréndrairdradhyah srutiganasikha gita charito
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatu me [[ 4 [/

rathartidhé gachChan pathi milita bhudévapatalaih
stuti pradurbhdavam pratipadamupdkarnya sadayah |
dayasindhurbandhussakala jagata sindhusutaya
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatumeé [[ 5 [/

parabrahmapidah kuvalaya-dalotphullanayano
nivasi niladrau nihita-charané’nanta-Sirasi |
rasanando radhad-sarasa-vapuralingana-sakho
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatu meé [[ 6 ||

na vai ydché rajyam na cha kanaka manikya vibhavam
na yaché’ham ramyam nikhilajana-kamyam varavadhim |
sada kalé kalé pramatha-patind gitacharito
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatu meé [[ 7 [/

hara tvam samsaram drutataramasdaram surapate
hara tvam papanam vitatimaparam yadavapaté |
aho diné’nathé nihitacharané nischitamidam
jagannathah svami nayanapathagami bhavatu me [[ 8 [/

jagannathdstakam punyam yah pathét prayatah suchih [
sarvapapa visuddhatma visnulokam sa gachChati [/

iti Srimad Sankardchdryavirachitam jagannathastakam
sampirnam|//
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Translation

1) Sometimes in great happiness Lord Jagannatha
makes a loud concert with His flute in the groves

on the banks of the Yamuna. He is like a bumblebee
tasting the beautiful lotus like faces of the cowherd
damsels of Vraja, and great personalities such as
Laksmi, Siva, Brahma, Indra, and Ganesa worship His
lotus feet. May that Jagannatha Svami be the object of
my vision.

2) In His left hand Lord Jagannatha holds a flute, on
His head He wears peacock feathers, and on His hips
He wears fine yellow silken cloth. From the corners of
His eyes He bestows sidelong glances upon His loving
devotees, and He always reveals Himself through His
pastimes in His divine abode of Vrndavana. May that
Jagannatha Svami be the object of my vision.

3) On the shore of the great ocean, within a large
palace atop the brilliant, golden Nilacala Hill, Lord
Jagannatha resides with His powerful brother
Balabhadra and His sister Subhadra, who sits
between Them. May that Jagannatha Svami, who
bestows the opportunity for devotional service upon
all godly souls, be the object of my vision.

4) Lord Jagannatha is an ocean of mercy and as
beautiful as a row of blackish rain clouds. He is the
storehouse of bliss for Laksmi and Sarasvati, and His
face resembles a spotless full-blown lotus. The best of
demigods and sages worship Him, and the Upanisads
sing His glories. May that Jagannatha Svami be the
object of my vision.

5) When Lord Jagannatha moves along the road on
His Rathayatra car, at every step large assemblies of
brahmanas loudly chant prayers and sing songs for
His pleasure. Hearing their hymns, Lord Jagannatha
becomes very favorably disposed toward them. He
is the ocean of mercy and the true friend of all the
worlds. May that Jagannatha Svami, along with His
consort Laksmi, who was born from the ocean of
nectar, be the object of my vision.

6) Lord Jagannatha, whose eyes resemble full-blown
lotus petals, is the ornament on Lord Brahma'’s
head. He resides on Nilacala Hill with His lotus feet
placed on the heads of Anantadeva. Overwhelmed
by the mellows of love, He joyfully embraces Srimati
Radharani’s body, which is like a cool pond. May that
Jagannatha Svami be the object of my vision.

7) I do not pray for a kingdom nor do I pray for gold,
rubies, or wealth. I do not ask for a beautiful wife

as desired by all men. I simply pray that Jagannatha
Svami, whose glories Lord Siva always sings, may be
the constant object of my vision.

8) O Lord of the demigods, please quickly remove this
useless material existence I am undergoing. O Lord of
the Yadus, please destroy this vast, shoreless ocean
of sins. Alas, this is certain Lord Jagannatha bestows
His lotus feet upon those who feel themselves fallen
and have no shelter in this world but Him. May that
Jagannatha Svami be the object of my vision.

9) The self-retrained, virtuous soul who recites these
eight verses glorifying Lord Jagannatha becomes
cleansed of all sins and duly proceeds to Lord Visnu's
abode.

11
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The Temple of Jagannath at Puri

[ By Tuaxur BEAKTIVINODE on September 15, 1871. ]

HERE is not a Hindu who has not heard

the name of this temple. The old and
the young, the male and the female, the Rajah
and the ryot, and the weak and the stout, all
visit this temple cut of a religious curiosity.
Three hundred anhd one miles South-West of
the Vice-Regal palace at Calculta, stands this
famous temple close to the seashore affording
an object for a télescopic observation to the
new-comer on board the ship bound for Bengal i
It stands on a platform measuring 20 cubits
in height from the level of water. The platform
itself is 375 cubits by goo cubits made of huge
stones cemented with a meortar composed_of‘
lime and sand. The temple itself is gz cubits
in height of a structure purely Indian. The
pilgrim sees its towering head from the distance
of 7 miles where the shrewed Panda takes a
rupee from him by shewing him the holy
Chakra. This temple was erected by Raja
Aunanga Bhimdeb about 800 years ago in place

4

of another one, then in a stale of delapidation.
In old acCounts we find this temple styled Nia-
dri or the bdlue Jill. From this it appears that
the former temple which was probably raised
by the emigrating Rajah Indradyumna was a
biue or dark coloured one. Otherwise we can-
not account for the natne Nelackala unless we

take it for granted that the name was after .

the Nilgiri Hills, a smal range which runs
through this Province from one end to the
other. The Utkalakhinda in the Puranas, the
Filadyi Makodadhi, and the Matla Pawnjee (an
account regularly kept by the temple officers)
declare that Jagannath is a very ancient {nstitu-
tion amongst the Hindus. Whalever may be

the value of the autherities quoted, we are

inclined to believe that Puri was considered
sacred even at the ftime when the Puranas
were written, because we find in Wilson's copy
of the Vishun Purana that one Kandu Rishi
resorted toa place called Purushottama for the

12
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purpose of divine contemplation. At all events
Rajah Indradyumina, to whom the whole affair
is generally ascribed, lived a long time before
Ra;jah Vikramaditya,. the cotemporary of Augus-
tus Ceasar of Rome, We are sure, that Puri
i3 not so old as Benares and Gaya, of which
repeated mention is made in all the Puranas
and the Mahabharata, yel itis not a place of
recent origin created after the commencement
of the Christian Fra, We cannot believe that
the institution originated in pure stupidity of
the religious sentiment ; for we can not but ob-
serve a great deal of wisdom in the man with
whom tha idea of Jagannath fiest originated.
We do not profess to belong to any of the sects
of religion under the sun, because we believe
the absolute Faith, founded upon instinctive
love of God natural in all haman souls, There
are two great sects of religion all over the
world who fight with each other without any
advantage whatever. One of them holds that
it is absclutely necessary to believe that Ged
15 without any form whatever and believers in
the form are but .idclatrous. The other class
maintains that (¥od has out of kindness shewn
His forn to the pious in order to be worshipped
by them. Both of them are wrong, because both
of them fight on a-pure_l}- material point, The most
unsectarian view on the point is, that God is
neither a form nor a formless object but is purely
spiritual. Matter alone can embrace the idea
of form ; consequently all positive and nega.
tive assertions with regard to it must naturally
be material, Those who worship the form and
those who describe God as jformless, are both
idolatrous and superstitions, and consequently
can never form anidea of the spiritual Deity.
Sectarians of the same class are expected to
hate each olher, but those, who have nothing
in common with them, have no reason for
hatred. We therefore can not like the fanatics
of the formtless class consider all idols as unsacred
and hold the worship of 2 formless Deity

[ Vol. 26

{ identifying Him with something like space
and eterttity } to be the natural worship of
God. We go so far as to maintain that the
worshipper ¢f the spiritual God fn an idol”is
infinitely superior to 2 mere beligver in a
formless existence who considers that form-
lessness is one of the attributes of the Spirit.
Spirit is nut exactly the opposite of matter, but
itis certainly something different from it. It
is difficult indeed to decide what isthe exact
relation of the Spirit to matter, space and time,
and it is not given fo us to know. It would
indeed be the height of error to conceive that
all the opposite qualities of matter, space and
time are in Spirit. Hence we must ook to
some other attributes for Spirit, Love and
wisdom are certainly spiritual attributes which
are not opposite qualities of matter. Man must
be wive and Jove God. This is the religion of
the soul. All debates about the essence of God
{e. z. God is formless or with & form} are but
sectarian. Now we allow men to love God
wisely i. e., spiritually while their eyes are on an
idol as well as while they are cotemplating an
Infinite thing like the space. When the soul
worslhtips, the mind alse finds an employment,
The mind can never conceive of anything that
is not material, It is therefore exceedingly
difficuit for man in his present state to seperate
himseif from idolatory. What man'is obliged to
do, is his /ot and hence we must put off the
meaning of idelatory to some other proccss, We
therefore conclude that he that worshis the
idol as God {whether the idol be formlessness
or form} 1s idolatrous, but he that worships "the
spirit in Wise love {however near he may be
to an idol of form or of fio-form} is a worshipper
of the Spirit. But we go further to tolerate
ali tliése Ciasses if they be sincere. God accepts
the worship of all those who worship their
highest ideal, whether it be form, formlessness
or spirit, and it is under some regular processes
that the idea of God becomes purer and purer in
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every soul and not by fits and staris. That man
has no heart for his brother and consequently
for God also, who sneers at the highest ideal of
another behind lrim as idolatrous. A war against
the idol worshippers either in words or action
% not acrusade but a fit of rash, loveless and
ambitious fanaticism of a very unphilanthropic
character, We therefore, with all our due
atfempts at the spiritual reformation of our
erring brothers, tolerate all classes of idolatory

from the worshippers of formlessuess to the

worshippers of man, or matter as God. We are
opposed to the atheists alone who live and enjoy
for themselves. Those who are anxious for the
blessings of (3od are our brothers in faith, what-
ever error there may be in their ideas and forms
of worship, Love of God, however misdirected
it may be, does by force of its own natural
strength, rise higher and higher in 1he scale of
spiritual progress. Its want is the degradation
of the soul alone. Those who do not love God
has an opposite course from us and are objects
of pity with all classes of theists. God, save
them !

We were led to these remarks by a desire
to shew that we are candid examiners of the
institution of Jagannath without that hatred
to the idolatrous (who are not prepared to un-
derstand the philosophy of Purushotiam Tatwa )
which 13 perceivable in the short sighted and
rash reformers of our country. The system of
Jagannatiz is viewed in two different ways. The
superstitious and the ignorant take it a system
of idolatory by worshipping the idols in the
temple as God Almighty appearing in the shape
of a carved wood for the salvation of the Ufrfas.
But the Saragrahi PVaishnavas find the idols
as emblems of some eternal truth which has
beenn explained in the Vedanta Sutras of
Vyasa. Within the temple compound there
are several smaller temples in which are to be
found the idols of Brmala, Skiva¥ Ganesha” and
Suryar The big, towering temple of Jagannath

THE TEMPLE OF JAGANNATH AT PURI 27

stands in the middle of the compound. Those
who have examined the system of Hindu
Theology with a philosophic eye, are well
aware that there are five different forms of
faith comprised therein. The first form of faith
is Shaktaisin or the worship of mafure as God.
The second is the worship of Surya or the sun
which is identified with heat ; the only active
element in lifeless matter, The third teaches
one to worship the Spirit “in its most unsatis.
factory form of development in the lower ani-
mals.’ In this form, the elephant-man or
Guanesha is the object of worship. Man is the
object of worship in the fourth stage of Hindu-
ism. The soul, weIlvdeveloped as it is inthe
man, is worshipped in Shiva in whom the
human scul is said to be observed after sal-
vation { In 1he fifth stage alone, the Infinite
God distinct from the human sounl, is perceived
and worshipped, v Here commances Vaishnavism,
In these five stages are shewn the whole history
of Hindu Theology, nay, the whole history of
Theology in general. All sorts of creeds that
have come to existence since the creation of
man, are included in these five stages. Name
any system of faith {hat man has discovered
and we will find no dificuelly in classing it with
any one of the five, #iz. JMaterialism, Element.
alism, Felickism, Man worskip and God worship,

This is summing up of all systems of faith
philosophically and not wstructing people to
believe in any one of them except the last. The
visitor of the temple of Jagannath will finda
sisilar display of these systems in their proper
‘places, Consequently we find the temple of
Jagannath in the middle of the compound, and
our remarks will now relate to Jagannath ex-
clusively.

‘We have several times entered the shrine of
Jagannath, and, approaching the sandal bolts,
have observed in the middle rcom an elevated
seat on which stand four different forms vrs,
Jagannath, Balaram, Subhadra and Sudarsana,

14


https://harekrishnasociety.org

HKS/PDA Newsletter

Vol. 1 No. 7 - July 2024

harekrishnasociety.org

28 THE HARMONIST

According to the Fedanta God is one without
a second but He has infinite energies and attri-
butes which are not fally known te man.” But
then man perceives only three energies in God,
becauze he has no other correspouding sides to
understand the other powers. From one of the
energies proceeds matter in all its different forms
and properties aud this energy is styled Muya
Shakif of God, From the second energy, pro-
ceeds all spiritual creation, in all its relations
and phases. This power is entitled the Jiva
Shakéi of Gol. The third energy perceivable
by man is the energy of Will, which is called
Chit Shatti. God moving in creation is what
is meant by this infinite energy. Jagannath is
the emblem of God having no other form than
the eyes aud the hands, They mean to shew
that God sees and knows and creates. Balarama
is sourse of fiva Shakti of God ; Shubhadra, the
Muaya Shakti, and Sudarsana is the energy of
Will. We cannot form any idea of God seperated
that the from ali ideas of these energies and
hence it is worship of Jagannath depends upon
the collection of mMiese four forms on the same
phtform. Here we see God analyzed in the shape
of forms for the sake of those who want to con-
ceive of Ilim. It is the same thing to see Jagan-
nath as te study the Vedanta in all its branches.
The temple and its institution appear Lo me to
be a book for those who can read it, to the
foolish the institution is certainly useless except
as a means of reminding the Deity who created
the world.

There is one more thing i the temple which
explains the philosophical superiority of Jagan-
‘nath over all other Hindu institutions, We
mean the Mahaprasad system. Rice dedicated
to Jagannath is sold in Bazar to all pilgrims,
Brahmins and the Khettries, Vaishnavas and the
Shaktas, the Sanyasis and the @Gridastas all
accept it without auy hesitation whatever.
Brahminical aristocracy has no rule in the

[ Vol. 26

temple. This shows that when people get wise,
they neeil not obey the foolish dictates of the
Brahmiuns which are mainly intended for those
who are unable to chalk out ways for themselves.
When mau admits the saperiority of love to
God to ail other systems of rule aml ethics, hé
is not bound to work according to the Shastras
intended for a lower order of men. The common
bonds of the inferior Dharma Shastras of Manu
and Jagnyabalkya have no influence on the free
Vaishnavas who are God's own soldiers in the
crusade against evil, T'he system of Mahaprasada
is not only embiematic of the superior life of the
Vaishnavas, but it is a part of worships which ordi-
nary theists cannot fully understand, The ordi-
nary men are too much inclined to preserve
the superiority of the Reason over the intuitive
teetings of man to the God of Love. We must
now proceed to show with healthy arguments
that our istuitive teeliugs want us to offer avery-
thing we eat te the God of our heart,

We must first examine the arguments of the
antagoénist. The Rationalist holds that God
is infinite and without wants, and conseguently
it is foolish to offer eatables to such a Being,
It is sacrilege to offer created things to the
creator and thereby to degrade the Divinity of
God into humanity. [licse are reasonable argu-
ments indeed, and cone who has heard them
will be certainly inclined to declare to'others
“down with the Mahaprasada.” These conclu-
sions, however reasonable, are dry and des-
tructive. They tend (2 separale us from all
connections with God in the form of worshig.
When you say, that the Infinite wants nothing,
you forbid all contemplation and prayer. The
Infinite does not want vour grateful expressions
or, in other words, flattery. Utter a word to the
Unconditioned. and you are sure to degrade Him
into # conditioned Being. Hymns, prayers and
sermions are all over ! Shut the temple door
and the church gates, because our Rationalist
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has advised you to doso! Delieve a creating
principle and you have done your duty ! Oh !
What a shame ! What a dreadful fall | Theists,
beware of these degrading principles |

Now the Rationalist appears in another
sh;‘pc and admits prayers, sermons, psalms and
church goings, saying that these things are
wanted for the improvement of the soul, but
God does not want them at all, We are glad
that the Rationalist has come towards us and
will make further approaches in course of time,
Yes, the progressive Rationalist has admitted a
very broad principle in Theology 1. e., whatever
we do towards Ged is for our own benefit and
not for the benefit of God, Who is not in want
of any such thing. But the Rationalist isa
Rationalist still and will continue to bhe so,
as long as he will seek seif interest, We know
for certain that Religion promises te give eter-
nal felicity to man and it is impossible to
coticeive of any Religion which hasnot atits
bottom self-interest. This view, however, smells
of Utilitarianism and can never claim to be
Theistic, We muast love God for God's sake
however unreasonable our action may be. Cur
love must be without any object whatever that
concerns ourselves. This love must be a natural
emotion to the Deity as our Lover without
inference or ecperience. Salvation dear as it
is, should not be the object of this love 7 what
then about other shapes of felicity ? “Love to
God” 1is its own reward. Salvation asa con-
comitant consequence, must be a hand-maid of
Love, but we must not lock on it as its inain
object. If the Rationalist be prepuared to believe
this, he becomes a Theist of the FPaishnava
class ; but the mere assuming of the name is of
no consequence, Though we are fully aware
that the unconditicned has no conditions what-
ever, yet our holy and sweet principle of love
takes a quite different view of the matter.
Reason says one thing but love prescribes its
contrary, [fegson teils me that God has no
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sorrow, but the Love sees God in tears for those of
His sons that are misled to evil, Reason tells
ime that the striet laws of God reward and
punish me in a cold manner but Love reveals
that God slackens His laws to the Repentent
and loving Soul! Reason tells me that with
all his lmprovemeats, man will never touch
the absclute God ; but lLove preaches that on
the conversion of the soul into a state of
spiritual womanhood, God, unconfitioned as
He is, accepts an cternal marriage with the
couditioned ssunl of man 3 Reason tells me that
God 15 in I[nfinite space and time, but Love
describes that the all beautiful God is sitting before
us like a respected relative and enjoying all
the pleasurcs of society. As a father in his
amusements with his young children, God is
spreadimng all sorts of delicious food all gver
the earth and expecting that His soas would
gather thein for Lheir own benefit ; but the
loving children out of their holy and unnixed
love, gather ali the scattered blessings and,
without the exercise of reuson in conseguence
of a strong feeling of love, offer all the blessings
to the father whowm they tove more than their
lives, The Father again, in reply to their kind
feelings, gives buck the blessings to the children
an:l tells theat these kindlier words. 01 My
children ! These are Dblessings intended for
thee! Qut of your natural love you bring
themw to ma tr my enjoyingnt; but [ have
naturally no wanis to supply. But then I have
accepted that part of your offering which
corresponds with me vz, your wamized love and
disinterested afections for which alone I am ex-
ceedingly anxious. Take back these sweet things
and enjoy them 1" This process of disinterest-
el love, which dry rexson can never brook,
sanctifies the food we take, and leaves us to
harmless enjoyment for all the days of our
natural life! This is a system of sincere wot-
ship which Theists of a higher class alone can
act upon. We can not express the joy we
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30 THE HARMONIST

often felt when we took the holy Malaprasada
in the temple1 The holiness we attach to it
is its sweetness and often pray that all men
. may enjoy it.

To the Saragrahi Vaishnava, the temple
has sach thrilling charms which the ordinary
Rationalist can never understand ! We do not
mean to say that Reason is a foolish principie.
On the contrary we do not find better admirers
of Reason than our humble selves. We hold
that man's superioricy amongst all created
beings consists in man's possessing the noble
gift of Reason. What we maintain is this, that
independent of this noble principle there is
another higher gift in man which goes by the
narme of Love. Reason helps Love to mirintain
its proper bounds in the Spiritual world, Love
often tends lo degrade itself by exercising its
functions on objects other than God and converts
itself inlo lust for woman, wine, meat and
gold. Here Reason advises her to rise higher
till she reaches her proper sphere above. Thus
we find that the object of Reason isto help
Love and not to create it. Reason may be
properly styled as the servant of Love and
must always be subject to ler in all her hopes,
aspirations and hely work. The Rationalist
on the contrary considers Reason as all in all |
This is a degradation of humanity 1 The pro-
gressive Rationalist, on the other hand, believes
in the principle of love, but attempts to make
her the maid-servant of Reason ! This is
another error ! He makes spiritual love some-
times a prisoner in the Jails of Reason ! Love
wants to soar on her spiritual wings to a realm
where the Jailor { Reason } cannot go and the
latter. is sure to tie up her wings for fear lest
she goes to an unworthy place! Love utters
sounds of a spiritual character peculiar to her-
self, but Reason, having no previous experience
of it, mistalkes it for a disease and administers
medicines for her cure {1 Thus it is that the
natural strength of the {Jueen of our Boul is

[ Vol. 26

criiap!e..l by artificial administrations of the dry
principle of Reason and she rests in us as if a
bird taken in a cage! Oh'! What a havoc
doth Reason conunit by abuse of his power
Oh!{ Sham: to the Rationalist! God, help
the man /! Theists take care of Lhose amongst
you who mix with you ouly by assuming the
name of Theist but are in fact Rationalists of
a very dry character. They are divisible into
two classes w2z, the designing and the dupe.
The designing Theist is he who is in Fact a
Rationalist but by assuming the name of a
Theist wants to degrade the sincere by his bad
influence. He that calls himself a Theist in
order to get rid of the name of a Rationalist
but still holds Love in subjection to Reason is
a dupe because he is unable to ind out his own
position  "The sincere Theist should however
take care of both of them anl preserve the
sovercignty of Love over Reason and his com-
rades. We will now show that others, who have
allowed their Love to degrade without caring
for the proper instructions of Reason on the
otherhand, havegone down to-gross idolatory and
superstition. The Temple of Jagannath is under
the superinteadence or tie locul Rajeh of Puri
whor the foolish men worship as an incarnation
of the Deity. Under his superintendence there
are 36 classes of servants attachel to the temple
who are styled the Chhatrisha Niyoga. There
are about 6o farnilies of Pandas who malke the
Pujas. There are seven hundred families of Chheri-
dars or orderfies of the tewple. There are six
hundred families of Suws (Soopakars) of cooks
in the tempie. It is nzedless here {o enumerate
all these c¢lasses of servants. S:veral Pandas,
Pariharis, Pashupals and Swars send their
servants to different pirts of Inlia to collect pil-
grims to the temple. These agents or Gomasthas
( as Lhiey are cailed ) visit the gentiemen of the
places they go to and give some sweelmeal Maha-
prasad proposing that they are ready totake pil-
geims to Puri under their care, By this means, the
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agents collect a large number of souls {amongst
whowm the greatest number are women of an ad-
vanced age) and march on with the sound of
Haribol. We must admit that the Pandas and their
Gomasthas (generally of the Kayestha class) take
a gfeat deal of trouble for the sake of their pil-
grims and sometimes advance money for their
expenseson the road. The Rengal Ja#tris generally
visit Puri at the Swana Jatira and the Ratha
Jaltra festivals but the up-country men come to
Puri at all times in the year. When the pil-
'grima arrive at Puri the Panda, whose agent
brought them, visits them with =ome Makha-
prasada near the Narendra Tank at the approach
of the town. The pilgrims see Jagannath on
the very day that they arrive and perform the
ceremony of Pancka Tirtha on the following
day or day after that. By Pancha Tirthais meant
the business of bathing in the Tanks of Markan-
deva and Indradycormna and in the sea and,
after performing Sradha in those three places,
seeillg the emblems of Jagannath and Balarama
in the temple. The Panda all along keeps
silent, but on the lust day he issure to take
every thing that the pilgrim has and sometimes
to take 2 bond for an amount according to the
circumstances of the pilgrim. That day the
Panda with =zll his usual gravity takes the pil-
grim to an elevated roof in the northern part of

.The Self-less Workers of the Sri Gaudiya Math of Calcutta.
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the temple called Koili Baikoontha and there
utters his Mahkadakya and Skufala in order to
persuade the pilgrim to pay whatever he or she
has with him or her, Thus the pilgrim returns
to his native place without anything but
a palara of sweetmeat Makaprosada and
a few slips of Jagaunath's likenessin rude
paintings |

In fact the temple servants, one, and all,
are not a bit better than DBrahmnical priests
who deal with the next world asa means of
gain. They are rude in the extremes and quite
ignorant of Hindu Theoloqy. They never
attempt to teach or learn. Lut often rovein
quest of money. Most of them are fond of
drinking a liquor prepared from Bhang and
hence they have {nearly all of them) a swelling’
of their legs sometimes coming up to the stage
of the disease called elephantisis. With all
their gains, the temple-servants can never store
wealth, because they are very careless. Besides
the temple they generally keep 2 place called an
Akhre where they meet together for the purpose
of drinking RBhang and sceing the dance of
young boys c¢lad in the dress of females I We
will try to give you an account of ail the A&hras
in Pari in my next paper, and as this paper
has become much lorger than we at first intend-
ed, we take leave of you for the present.

{ By 8j. Bisweswagr Das, B, A., HEAD MasTER SanTIPUR )

ELL has it been said that “we live in

deeds, not years, in thoughts, unot
breaths.” But aslength of years is no proper
test of the length of Wfe, so the mere numerical
sirength of deeds or the varied possession of
thoughts does not constitute true life. Deeds

and thoughts, to be worth the names, should
be such as would benefit the world at large and
leave their marks “on the sands of time” It
therefore follows that our so-called, vaunted
pood deeds, however high-sounding and far-
reaching they may be, are little better than
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The Amazing Power of a Pure Devotee

By Srila Prabhupada

A powerful devotee of the Lord is, by the grace of
the Lord, more than the Lord Himself

Maharaja Pariksit admitted in the previous verse that the Lord
is inconceivable even for the greatest learned scholars. Why
then should he again request Sukadeva Gosvami to clarify his
insufficient knowledge about the Lord? The reason is clear.
Not only was Sukadeva Gosvami vastly learned in the Vedic
literatures, but he was also a great self-
realized soul and a powerful devotee of

the Lord. A powerful devotee of the Lord

is, by the grace of the Lord, more than the
Lord Himself. The Personality of Godhead
S$ri Ramacandra attempted to bridge the
Indian Ocean to reach the island of Lanka,
but Sri Hanumanji, the unalloyed devotee of
the Personality of Godhead, could cross the
ocean simply by jumping over it. The Lord
is so merciful upon His pure devotee that
He presents His beloved devotee as more
powerful than Himself. The Lord expressed
Himself to be unable to save Durvasa Muni,
although the Muni was so powerful that he
could reach the Lord directly under material
conditions. But Durvasa Muni was saved

by Maharaja Ambarisa, a devotee of the
Lord. Therefore, not only is a devotee of the
Lord more powerful than the Lord, but also
worship of the devotee is considered more
effective than direct worship of the Lord
(mad-bhakta-pujabhyadhika [SB 11.19.21]).

The conclusion is, therefore, that a serious
devotee must first approach a spiritual
master who not only is well versed in the Vedic literatures but is
also a great devotee with factual realization of the Lord and His
different energies. Without the help of such a devotee spiritual
master, one cannot make progress in the transcendental science
of the Lord. And a bona fide spiritual master like Sukadeva
Gosvami does not speak about the Lord only in the matter of His
internal potencies, but also explains how He associates with His
external potencies.

The Lord’s pastimes in the internal potency are displayed

in His activities in Vrndavana, but His external potential

works are directed in His features of Karanarnavasay1 Visnu,
Garbhodakasayi Visnu and Ksirodakasay1 Visnu. Srila
Vi$vanatha Cakravarti offers his good counsel to the interested
Vaisnavas when he says that they should not be interested

in hearing only about the Lord’s activities (like rasa-lila), but
must be keenly interested in His pastimes in His features of

the purusavataras in connection with srsti-tattva, creational
functions, following the examples of Maharaja Pariksit, the ideal
disciple, and Sukadeva Gosvami, the ideal spiritual master.

[SB 2.4.10 Purport]

b,

l \. Yes. Then a pure devotee is not in
. maya. Do you agree to that?

Virabhadra: You said in your lecture that
everybody... [ think that’s what you said,
that everybody in the material world is...
in maya. But you can’t be in maya.

Prabhupada: How do you think?

Virabhadra: You're spiritual, so you can’t
be in mdya. So how does that work?

Prabhupada: How do you think that I am
not in maya?

Virabhadra: Because you're a pure
devotee. You see Krsna in everybody.

Prabhupada: (laughs) Yes. Then a pure
devotee is not in mdya. Do you agree to
that?

Virabhadra: Uh huh.

Prabhupada: So are you going to be a pure devotee?
Virabhadra: Me?

Prabhupada: Yes.

Virabhadra: I'm not a pure devotee.

Prabhupada: But you are going to be, trying to be.
Virabhadra: I try to be.

Prabhupada: That’s all right. That’s all right. That’s all right.

[Bhagavad-gita 2.20-25—Seattle, October 14, 1968]
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