Who is and who is not Guru

OK now lets read what Srila Prabhupada says about who and what is a spiritual master or guru.

1)" I am the initiator guru, and you should be the instructor guru by teaching what I am teaching and doing what I am doing. This is not a title, but you must actually come to this platform. This I want. (letter August 4, 1975)

2) "If everyone just initiates, then there will only be a contradictory result. As long as it goes on, there will be only failure." (Phalgun Krishna Pancami-SP poem honoring his guru 1961)

3) 68-04-26. Letter: Janardana 
On the whole, you may know that he[a person in the Gaudiya matha] is not a liberated person, and therefore, he cannot initiate any person to Krishna Consciousness. It requires special spiritual benediction from higher authorities.

4) a.-- 760607mw.la Conversations 
Hari-sauri: I always understood before that the rasa was fixed, but
that within that rasa one may take different..., one may take a
different line.
Prabhupada: That will be revealed when you are liberated. Why you are
bothering now?...

 

[so all these disciples were chanting ,following the principles-but not yet liberated]


b.--680326BG.SF Lectures 
you understand God perfectly well... And there is intricate
relationship also. That relationship will be revealed when you are
perfectly liberated. Each and every living creature has got a
particular relationship with God. We have forgotten that. So when that
relationship will be revealed in the process of devotional activities,
Krsna consciousness, you should know that is the perfection of your
life. 

4) Bg 2.8 P-- scholarship,high position, etc., are all useless in solving the
problems of life; help can only be given by a spiritual master like
Krsna. Therefore, the conclusion is that a spiritual master who is one
hundred percent Krsna conscious is the bona fide spiritual master, for
he can solve the problems of life. 

CONCLUSIONS FROM THE ABOVE--

Therefore, unless one is a liberated soul, he cannot initiate anyone. How can one tell? Do we know our eternal relationship or rasa (siddha deha) with God? No? Then that alone simply means we are not liberated hence cannot liberate anyone else nor initiate them. 

 

Hare Krsna
your humble servant
Damaghosa das

